
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1889
Mandatinggeneral anesthesia services.

Health CareCommittee February 18, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Pflug and Cody.

BACKGROUND: HB 2540 (1998)required health plans tocovergeneral anesthesia for dental use
fora coveredpersonwho: (1)isa child underage six; (2)isseverely disabled; or (3)has a
medical condition requiring hospitalization orgeneral anesthesia fordental caretreatment. The
bill was referred totheDepartmentofHealth (DOH) forSunsetReview.

The DOH recommended thatgeneral anesthesia fordental use be a coveredbenefit inhealth
plans, butthat there should be coordination ofbenefits betweenmedical and dental plans, e.g.,
medical plans shouldcoverthecostofgeneral anesthesia and related facility charges when the
procedure takes place ina hospital orsurgical center environment, and dental plans should cover
thecostofgeneral anesthesia and related chargedwhen theprocedure takesplaceina dental
office. (Seeattached.)

SUMMARY: Public employeeplans provided by theState Health CareAuthority [HCA]andhealth
plans offered by a health carrier must provide dental anesthesia forenrollees who areunderthe
age ofseven,orphysically ordevelopmentally disabled as follows:

If thepersoncannotbe safely and effectively treated ina dental office, coverage must be
provided by themedical-related plan.

Ifthepersoncan be safely and effectively treated ina dental office, coveragemust be
provided by thedental-related plan.

Also, related medical plans must covera personwithatleast one medical condition thatwould
create an unduemedical risk if treatment were notperformed ina hospital orambulatory surgery
center; such treatment must be approvedby thepatient’s physician.

Standard cost-sharing and prior authorization requirements may be imposed.

Carriers and theHCA arenotlimited innegotiating rates and contracts withspecific providers.

Theseprovisions do notapply toMedicare supplemental coverage orother limited benefit policies.
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